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 I was born in March of 1958, I 
know to most of you, that seems older 
than dirt, and it kind of is. My mother 
told me that I was supposed to be born 
in late January, I was in the position to 
be born for a month and a half 
(according to her doctor) I however, 
have a problem believing the doctor 
because I only weighed 6 pounds and 7 
ounces when I was born. You would 
think that if a baby was a month and a 
half late it would be bigger. 
 When I was born, my head and 
neck were twisted to one side and I 
could not move it. Evidently there was a 
lot of pain, because my family have all 
told me that I cried all of the time. The 
doctors (they took me to several) said 
that maybe I would outgrow it and 
maybe I wouldn’t. The doctor that deliv-
ered me, he said it was because I was 
in position to be born so long (what 
caused it) the others were not sure. 
 Well, this went on for five 
months and I never got any better. I 
could not imagine a baby crying almost 
constantly for five months, but that’s 
what happened. Mama said that my dad 
got so frustrated one time he threatened 
to throw me out of the window. I believe 
he was just upset. 

My aunt and uncle on my 
mothers’ side came over one day and 
told mama about something they had 
read in the paper. It seems there was a 
“faith healer” coming to Birmingham, 
Alabama and everyone was saying 
good things about him. So it was de-
cided, they would take mama and daddy 
to Birmingham to see this man, his 
name was Oral Roberts.  

The day finally came, I could 
not tell you the date, mama did not re-
member, but I was almost six months 
old by this time and there was no 

change in my condition. 
My mother, father, aunt and 

uncle went to Birmingham and I stayed 
with another aunt in Temple. Oral Rob-
erts was in an auditorium (they could 
not remember which one). There were a 
lot of people there and my family was 
afraid they would not get to see him and 
talk to him. He prayed for many people 
that were there, and when he finished 
with that, he asked if anyone there had 
family or friends at home that needed 
prayer. My family told of me and every-
one prayed with Mr. Roberts that I 
would be healed. As you can imagine, 
they were hopeful, but who has that 
much faith? 

 
When they returned to Temple 

to get me, mama said that I was sitting 
up and my neck had straightened out 
and I was smiling and playing. They 
asked my aunt (that watched me)                                                                                                       
when did I get better? And when she 
told them, they realized that it was the 
same time that Oral Roberts and them 
prayed for me. I realize that it was God 
and not Oral Roberts that healed me. In 
fact, I googled Oral Roberts and he said 
many times that he wasn’t a healer, that 
only God heals.  In later years, I think he 
did some controversial things, but I do 
believe that in 1958, he was a real man 
of God. 

It took me over fifty years to 

come back to God, but I am there now 

to stay.                         Mike Gentry                                           

 

Touched by God 
Upcoming Events 

 

February 8,  

 1:oo—3:00 

Children’s Valentine 

Party in FLC 

Youth & Young Adult-

Winter Jam 2014 @ 

Georgia Dome 

 

February 9—Noon 

Valentine’s Dinner 

Youth Fund Raiser 

Details in Youth Hap-

penings on page  6 

 

February 16 

ROCA  Sub-District 

Training  @ Douglasville 

First UMC 3:00—5:00  

 

February 15-17 

Youth ski trip 

February 23—12:30 

Monthly Meetings of 

Finance, Church Coun-

cil and PLANNING 

MEETING for 2014  

 

Wesley Chapel UMC 

2345 Hwy 101 (Rockmart 

Hwy) 

Villa Rica, GA  30180 
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Jesus said, “If you have faith as 

small as a mustard see...Nothing 

will be impossible for you.” 

 Matthew 17:20-21 



 

 Various types of prayer requests and praises 
are lift up throughout the year.  We read about 
health, financial and family issues. There are unspo-
ken requests. There are hurts and emotional rejec-
tion we all feel. Some of us show our wounds and 
ask for help. Other people are not able to or do not 
know how to open up and to ask for prayers in cer-
tain areas. Please pray for all of the hurts and needs 
of other people, whether they are Christians or not – 
all people need prayer. 
 We have seen the growing in our church 
through couples welcoming babies into this world. 
Please pray for the expected mothers and fathers for 
healthy babies. For the couples who already have 
children and teenagers, may we lift them up in prayer 
and support them as they raise Godly children. 
 Please pray for the people who have lost 
loved ones. Even when we know that they are in 
heaven with the Lord, the families here on earth con-
tinue to need peace and comfort. 
 Please pray for the community. Please show 
us as a church how we are to glorify God through 
service to His people. The church is the body and we 
are the hands. Seeing the good and tangible way 
members at Wesley Chapel come together to help 
people is a testament to the good in their hearts. 
They do not find reasons to not do a project; they find 
ways to complete projects. 

Do you ever worry?   
 
We worry about what is 
wrong in life.  At other times, 
we worry about 
what might go wrong! 
 
Matthew 6:33 tells us 
to "seek first the kingdom 
of God." 
 
Do you know where that 
statement is located?   

 
You will probably say: "Sure, 
in Matthew 6:33!"   
 
That statement, straight from 
the lips of Jesus, falls smack 
dab in the middle of a disser-

tation on, you may have 
guessed, worry.  In other 
words, search for what God 
would have you do and you 
won't worry so much.  Try it. 
 
"I sought the Lord, and He 
heard me.  And delivered 
me from all my 
fears" (Psalm 34:4). 
 
Pastor Joe 

Family Life 

Prayer Warriors  
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“I sought the Lord, and 

He heard me.  And deliv-

ered me from all my 

fears"  (Psalm 34:4). 

 Please pray for our youth. They are growing 
up in a hard world. I have seen Christ’s love shine 
through them again and again. Please pray for their 
health, wisdom and safety as they grow in their 
walks with the Lord. 
 Please pray for Pastor Joe and Ms. Judy as 
they lead our church. We are so blessed that God 
brought them to Wesley Chapel. Please also re-
member the church leaders and volunteers who 
work non-stop to make sure that Sunday school 
classes are taught, programs are printed, technol-
ogy works properly, the church building and land is 
cleaned and maintained, that breakfast is served, 
that middle school students have food for the week-
ends, programs and loving emails are sent to people 
who miss service, newsletters are formed and sent 
out, and more – there is so much that happens each 
week and it’s impossible to list everything. So, 
please lift up Wesley Chapel and the people who 
serve each week. 
 Above all, let us pray that each of us do 
what He wants us to do so that we glorify Him. We 
are vessels for God to work through to help one an-
other and to reach out to the community. I am so 
humble and thankful to be a part of God’s family, 
Wesley Chapel UMC and the prayer ministry. We 
saw the great things that God did last year and are 
eager to serve Him more each day. 



 

Needs Continue to Exceed Contributions 
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Training Classes 

For those members seeking to grow more in the workings of the church, please note the following opportunities. For more 
information, see the Pastor or Michael. 
 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

For those who already serve as leaders within the church, or are feeling led to become leaders, there will be the following 
training at our Sub-District Training Event. 

The workshops that will be offered at each Training Event will be Finance, Trustees, and SPRC Training. Other workshops 
will be determined by the District Connectional Ministry Team and the Sub-District Group Leaders. We will begin at 3:00 

pm and end at 5:00 pm. The format for the day will be: 
 

3:00-3:20 Worship 
3:30-4:10 First Session 

4:20-5:00 Second Session 
 

This is scheduled to be at Douglasville First UMC on Sunday, February 16th. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: The SPRC Training which was scheduled for the end of January will now be done at each Sub-District Train-

ing Event. 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

Also, in March there will be the next availability to attend Lay Servant Courses. 
(Previously known as Lay Speaking Course) 

There is a maximum of one missed session required for satisfactory completion, and you must attend the final session. 
The schedule is: 

 
Basic Course: Saturdays - March 1, 8, 15, 22 (8:30-12:30) 

Advanced Classes: Saturdays - March 1, 8, 15, 22 (8:30-12:30) 
 

For anyone wishing to take the courses, application forms are available from Michael or Adena. Please register as soon as 
possible. This will ensure you will obtain your study book prior to the beginning class. Class materials will be mailed to 

you at least one week before the class starts. 
Payments are non-refundable, but may be used for future classes. 

The cost of the Basic Class is $40 per person and the Advanced Class is $40.00 per person. 
If you have registered and paid for a previous class, yet was unable to attend, please indicate this on your registration 

form (expect a call for verification). 
You will receive the new requirements for Lay Servant Ministries. 

 
MAKE YOUR CHECK OUT TO: Rome-Carrollton District 

PLEASE SEND YOUR REGISTRATION FORM AND PAYMENT TO: 
James Wyatt, 75 Woodbine Drive, Carrollton, GA 30117 

 
IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS: 

email address: jiwyatt474@att.net 
Phone: 770-834-6704 
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Work Begins 
 

Counting the little people and 

Moms, there were 20 souls at the 

work day Saturday, January 18.  

The fire walls are complete around 

the electrical room.  Much of the 

demolition is complete in the up-

stairs and construction of the two 

class rooms and media center is un-

der way. Some of the existing walls 

were able to be moved intact.  Our 

heavenly Father is a Jewish Car-

penter. There was a great time had 

by all, much accomplished, and a 

wondrous Spirit of unity among our 

Wesley Chapel Church Family!!! 

                Praise GOD! 

From Our Trustees 

There is a Home Depot bucket in the 

Family Life center to collect donations 

for this project.  Cash/Check/Gift 

Cards are needed 



 

 

As I have pondered over the question what 

would we ask of God for Wesley Chapel in 

2014, what keeps going through my head 

and heart is:  we need to be forgiving and we 

need to be forgiven in order for God to heal 

the body of Christ.   

 

Unforgiveness is to the Body of Christ as 

cancer is to the body; if left untreated it de-

stroys.  It is my conviction God wants us to 

get our house and relationships in order that 

we are in a place to minister to a lost and dy-

ing world and bring restoration and healing to 

our family.   

We are His hands to serve, His heart to love, 

His eyes to see the needs of others, His feet 

to carry His good news.  Please join me in 

our commitment to be the church. 

 I love you. 

 Dorothy Cox 

From My Heart 

Youth Happenings: 
 
 Parents Night Out is going to be January 24 

from 6:00 p.m to 10:00 p.m.  Cost is $5 per 

child but not to exceed $15 per family.  Reser-

vations required for dinner to be provided. 

 The Youth and young Adults will be going to 

Winter Jam this year on February 8 at the 

Georgia Dome.  Cost is $10 at the door.  Con-

cert starts at 5:00 p.m. 

 Youth Sponsored Valentine’s Dinner will be 

on February 9 after the 11:00 service.  We 

will be having an Italian-themed lunch.  

Please join us for one of the major youth fund 

raisers of the year.  There Is no charge for 

children 3 years and under; Ages 4-10 are 

$5.00 each and 11 and up $10.00 per person. 

For more information on any of these activities ,  

see Frank or Rebekah Teal. 

Open Hearts, 

Open Minds, 

Open Doors 

2345 Highway 101 

(Rockmark Highway) 

P O Box 507 

Villa Rica, GA  30180 

Phone: 770-459-4459 

Pastor Cell:  404-859-8651 

E-mail:  office@thechangingplace.org 

W es le y  Cha pe l  Un i t e d  
M e t hodi s t  Chur c h  

For if you forgive men when they sin against 

you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  

But if you do not forgive men their sins, your 

Father will not forgive your sins. 

 Matthew 6:14-15 

Be kind and compassionate to one another, for-

giving each other, just as in Christ, God forgave 

you. 

 Ephesians 5:32 

PHOTOS NEEDED 

If you have photos you have taken of activi-

ties in our church and would like to share to 

be used in our newsletter, web site, and/or 

our Praise Board, please let us borrow the 

photos to scan or give us a cd.  See Michael 

or Pastor Joe or give to the office.  Thanks 


